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Prologue 
My father, Robert Lewis Griffiths, drew and painted all his life. When 
he died in 1970, aged seventy-six, he left me over three hundred 
paintings and drawings. These include landscapes of the Sussex 
Downs in the south of England; of villages in the south of France 
around Cap Martin; of the Moselle River in Germany; and of the 
Gatineau countryside north of Ottawa and lakes in north-western 
New Brunswick in Canada. He left sketches of people, drawn from 
life, and portraits from memory of people he had met in his younger 
years. As well, there remain pastels and oils of imaginary landscapes, 
peopled by fauns and unicorns. One of his earliest surviving sketches 
is a Valentine, drawn in February 1905 when he had just turned 
eleven. Until the last years of his life, he could never devote his full 
attention to his art. He needed to earn a living. His fatnily 
circumstances did not o.llov: him to consider ~n artist's life as a 
possibility and at the age of fifteen he was sent to sea as a cabin boy, 
the term used by the census, on the tramp steamer the S. S. 
Indraghiri. He spent most of the next six years at sea before he joined 
the army in 1917. He· served in France and Salonika as a private, 
before being invalided out in June 1918. In 1919, he entered Leeds 
University, from where he graduated as a dental surgeon in 1924. He 
spent the rest of his working life in this profession, drawing and 
painting throughout these years in his spare time. He retired from 
practice in 1958, by which time my mother had become seriously ill. 
For the next two years he took care of her at home and, when she had 
to be hospitalized, he visited her almost daily until her death in 1963. 
He spent most of the remaining years of his life with me in Canada, 
once again drawing and painting. 
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African Male, Conte on Paper, 12 lit," x 9 5 /8" 
The Faun, Conte on Paper, 12 Yz" x 9 5 /8" 
Giovanni, Conte on Paper, 15 5/8" x 10 3/8" 
Face of a Madonna, Pencil on Paper, 10 7 /8" x 7 7 /8" 
Aristocrat, Pastel on Paper, 15 5/8" x 11 5/8" 
Contemplation, Pastel on Paper, 9 3 /8" x 7 5 /8" 
The Renaissance Banker, Conte, Charcoal on Paper, 11 3/8" x 10 1/8" 
The Moselle, Germany, Watercolour and Conte, 1114" x 7 7 /8" 
Hidden Lake, Conte & Watercolour, 9" x 10 3/8" 
Autumn in Sussex, Mixed Media, 5 3 /8" x 8 5 /8" 
New Brunswick Lad, Graphite and Watercolour, 7 Yz" x 4 3.4" 
Shepherds Cottage, Ouse Valley, Pen, Ink & Watercol., 6 Yz" x 9 3/8" 
Sussex Downs, View of Rodmell, Pastel on Paper, 6 5 /8" x 8 7 /8" 
Shepherds Cottage, Ouse Valley, Watercolour & Pastel, 4 3.4" x 6 %" 
Bavarian Landscape, Watercolour, 3 Yz"x 5 Yz" 
Theatre Set, England, Pastel on Paper, 5" x 7 7 /8" 
Lilies at Cap Martin, Oil on Canvas Panel14" x 12" 
Les Fleur de Caron, New Brunswick, Oil on board, 11 Yz" x 9 Yz" 
Portrait of a Young Boy, Oil on Masonite Panel, 10" x 12" 
Young North African, Oil on Masonite Panel, 12" x 10" 
Lac Caron, New Brunswick, Oil on Masonite Panel 10" x 12" 
Centaurs at Play, Oil on Masonite Panel, 14" x 12" 
Madonna and Child, Pastel on Paper, 22 lit," x 16 3.4" 
The Seekers, Pastel on Paper, 13 7 /8" x 21" 
Ruins with Tree, Pastel on Paper, 19 3.4" x 14 7 /8" 
Imagined Downs, Middle Ages, Pastel on Paper, 15 7 /8" x 21 3.4" 
Man of Aden, Charcoal & Conte on Paper, 26" x 16" 
Lac Caron, New Brunswick, Pastel on Paper, 15 lit," x 19 Yz" 
Ouse Valley, Pastel on Paper, 16 3/8" x 22 3/8" 
Landscape, Kashmir, Pastel on Paper, 16 3.4" x 22 3.4" 
Countryside, Lac Caron, Pastel on Paper, 16 3.4" x 22 5 /8" 
Toledo (Interpretation), Oil on Panel, 19" x 14 7 /8" 
Lewis, England, 18th Century, Watercolour, Pastel 20 Yz" x 27 7 /8" 
Waterfall, Pen & Ink with Watercolour, 12" x 8 7 /8" 
Landscape, Alps Maritimes, Conte & Watercolour, 7 3.4" x 10 3/8" 
Young Woman, Conte on Paper, 10 3/8" x 9 7 /8" 
Burmese Girl, Charcoal & Pastel on Paper, 18 3/8" x 15 7 /8" 
Desert Woman, Conte on Paper, 9" x 7" 
Rescue, Pen & Ink with Watercolour, 9 3/8" x 11 7 /8" 
Waterfall, India, Pastel on Paper, 17 lit," x 24 3.4" 
Roquebourne, PasteljConte on Paper, 10 1h" x 8" 
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